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Dr Dennis Myron Karpiak  
1943–2019

Dr Dennis Karpiak passed away in the ICU of 
Royal Inland Hospital in Kamloops, BC, on 23 
February 2019 at the age of 75. It was ironic, 
but perhaps fitting, that he would pass away 
in the hospital where he had practised critical 
care medicine, respirology, and general internal 
medicine for over 30 years. 

Dennis was born in Dauphin, Manitoba, but 
grew up in Oshawa, Ontario. As a high school 
graduate he distinguished himself academi-
cally, receiving an Ontario Scholar award. It was 
probably in Oshawa where he also developed 
his of love of cars. While in university he had 
summer employment at the GM plant. He 
bought his first Corvette while in university, and 
took a course in high-speed driving at Ontario’s 
Motorsport racetrack. During his last week in 
hospital I found him reading the latest Road 
and Track magazine. One of his projects, in his 
last few years, was restoring a 1965 Corvette 
convertible, which won the Best of the Best 
award at a classic car show in Kamloops.

Dennis completed his undergrad and medi-
cal school at the University of Toronto, graduat-
ing in 1968. He completed his internship and 2 
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years of general internal medicine at St. Paul’s 
Hospital in Vancouver (1969–1971) followed 
by 3 years of subspecialty training in critical care 
and respiratory medicine at the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton. Upon completion of his 
training, he was recruited by Royal Inland Hos-
pital to head the cardiopulmonary department. 

Over the years Dennis was a fierce advo-
cate for Kamloops. He was instrumental in 
the establishment of a respiratory technology 
program at Thompson Rivers University, which 
continues to supply respiratory therapists to 
all regions of the province. In recent years he 
was an active participant in the successful op-
position to an open-pit mine on the outskirts 
of Kamloops. 

Dennis was well regarded for his profes-
sionalism, and served several terms as a then 
BCMA Board member for the Kamloops area. 
He was known for his ready availability and 
willingness in taking on the care of seriously ill 
patients. This availability was most appreciated 
by those referring physicians in surrounding 
smaller communities. He could be counted on 
to take charge in a crisis, even in nonmedical 
situations. Several years ago, at Sun Peaks, a 
young girl ended up hanging some 25 feet above 
the ground while mounting a chairlift. Dennis 
immediately placed himself below the chair in 
order to break her fall. He suffered a neck in-
jury, which eventually resulted in cervical fusion 
surgery. He received the Governor General’s 
Medal of Bravery for his prompt response to 
this emergency.

Dennis seemed to welcome controversy, 
often taking a contrary point of view, which 
he could expertly articulate. He loved travel, 
family, gardening, cars, deep-sea fishing, and 
telling humorous stories of his experiences 
(most of which may have had some basis in 
fact). His dislikes included technology (unless 
it pertained to cars), doctors making rounds in 

bicycle shorts, golf, and photo radar. He freely 
shared his views on these topics. His political 
viewpoint was definitely to the right of centre.

Dennis leaves behind his wife of 48 years, 
Robin; his sons Scott and Andrew; their spouses 
Rebecca and Cassandra; and four grandchil-
dren. Dennis was a larger-than-life presence, 
both in his professional and personal life, and 
he will be missed. 
—Glenn A. Scheske, MD, FRCP(C)

Dr Ka Wai Angela Chan 
1982–2019

On 9 August 2019, the world lost one of its 
dearest and most beloved physicians. Dr Ka Wai 
Angela Chan passed away in her sleep from a 
sudden illness at age 37. She was pregnant with 
her second child at the time of her passing.  

Dr Chan was born in Macao on 17 June 
1982. An only child, she immigrated to Canada 
with her parents at age 14. Dr Chan excelled 
in her academics and was the top of her class 
in Gladstone High School.

As her father passed away during her early 
university years, Dr Chan worked part time to 
help support her mother financially. She went 
through pharmacy at University of British 
Columbia and worked briefly as a pharmacist 
before deciding to go into medicine. Dr Chan 
worked part time to put herself through medical 
school, never complaining about her burdens.  

Dr Chan graduated from UBC Medical 
School in 2012 and completed her residency at 
the University of Calgary in 2014. She practised 
full-service family practice in Burnaby’s Crystal 
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Mall starting in July 2015. At a time when many 
doctors avoided taking on the burden of a fam-
ily practice, Dr Chan embraced the challenge 
and took pleasure in taking on the needy and 
complex care patients. She spoke Mandarin 
and Cantonese fluently. And those who had 
the privilege of hearing her sing said she had 
the voice of an angel.

Dr Chan was well respected and loved by 
her patients; her care was second to none. She 
was compassionate and devoted to her profes-
sion, touching the lives of many and leaving a 
deep impression on those for whom she cared. 
Her patients are brokenhearted and devastated 
by her absence. Everywhere she went, she left 
behind fond memories of her kindness and 
generosity.

Being well liked by all, Dr Chan leaves be-
hind numerous friends and colleagues. She also 
leaves behind her husband of 2 years, Anderson 
Lu, her son Augustin Lu, and her mother Lei 
Ut Tak.

We miss you Angela. You will remain close 
in our hearts forever.  You have left a void in all 
of us that can never be filled.
—Wayne Niou, MD  
Burnaby

—Anderson Lu 
Vancouver
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