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personal view

Great BCMJ covers

I feel like a fine art collector every
time my BCMJ arrives. The quali-
ty of the covers is second to none,

often profound, usually colorful, and
always stimulating. Thank you BCMJ
and Jerry Wong in particular for shar-
ing your wonderful work.

—Steve Ashwell, MD
Dawson Creek

Re: Patient consent

Iread with interest the recent letter
to the editor by the listeriosis
patient, the response from the

authors, and the editorial note.1

There was an apology regarding
patient consent for publication from

personal view

2. Hoey J. Patient consent for publication—

an apology. CMAJ 1998;159:503-504.

3. Wong HCG. Signed consent for publica-

tion. CMAJ 1999;160:315.

4. Wong HCG. Munchausen’s syndrome

presenting as prevarication anaphylaxis.

Can J Allergy Clin Immunol 1999;4:299-

300.

Letters for Personal View are welcomed.
They should be double-spaced and few er
than 300 words. The BCMJ reserves the
right to edit letters for clarity and length.
Letters may be e-mailed (journal@bcma
.bc.ca), faxed (604 638-2917), or sent
through the post. 

the editor-in-chief of a different jour-
nal 10 years ago.2,3

It is a good idea to have in place a
written consent from a patient whose
case history is being published. How-
ever, caution should be exercised for
too strict a guideline.

The author reported a case of
Munchausen’s syndrome presenting
as prevarication anaphylaxis.4 This
report and other interesting cases from
our psychiatry colleagues may not be
published if the guideline on patient
consent for publication is strictly 
followed.

—H.C. George Wong, MD
Vancouver
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