
40 bc medical journal vol. 61 no. 1, january/february 2019 bcmj.org

Locating clinical practice guide-
lines can be challenging. Many 
are simply posted on the Inter-

net rather than being published in 
scholarly journals; thus, they escape 
the notice of medical databases such 
as Medline. Additionally, the US 
National Guideline Clearinghouse 
(www.ahrq.gov/gam/upda tes / 
index.html) was shut down in 2018 
after US federal funding was cut. So 
what is left? Here are some recom-
mended sources.

CMA CPG Infobase (www.cma 
.ca/En/Pages/clinical-practice-guide 
lines.aspx) is a free directory of 
guidelines from the last 5 years by 
Canadian health organizations. Giv-
en that the small number of Cana-
dian clinical practice guidelines can 
be hard to find in the larger volume 
of international content, a Canadian 
source such as this is crucial.

ECRI Institute. The ECRI In-
stitute is building a free directory of 
clinical practice guidelines, the ECRI 
Guidelines Trust (https://guidelines 
.ecri.org). US National Guideline 
Clearinghouse records were not 
made available, so the new direc-
tory must be built from the ground 
up. The directory includes summa-
ries and links to full-text documents, 
and ratings on trustworthiness. Free 
registration is required.

International Guideline Li-
brary. The International Guideline 
Library (www.g-i-n.net/library/
international-guidelines-library) is 
a public directory from the not-for-
profit Guidelines International Net-
work. The linking function requires 
a membership, but consider using 

the site as a search tool and then lo-
cate the full-text guidelines using a 
title search in Google, or ask your li-
brary for a copy.

Medline. While incomplete, 
Medline remains a worthwhile site 
for locating clinical practice guide-
lines. Using PubMed.gov (www.ncbi 
.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed), in the search 
results, limit the Article Types to 
“Guideline.” 

National Institute for Health 
and Care. Results from the UK’s 
National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence’s Evidence Search (www 
.evidence.nhs.uk) can be filtered for 
guidelines.

Finally, explore the guidelines 
cited in point-of-care tools such as 
DynaMed, UpToDate, or BMJ Best 
Practice, and try using Internet search 
engines such as Google.

College librarians are available to 
locate guidelines for registrants of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of British Columbia. You are invited 
to call the library at 604 733-6671 or 
email medlib@cpsbc.ca.

—Karen MacDonell
Director, Library ServicesThis article is the opinion of the Library 
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reviewed by the BCMJ Editorial Board.
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currently is no cure for dementia, we 
can positively influence the lives of 
people living with the disease. 

—Romayne Gallagher, MD, 
CCFP(PC), FCFP
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